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 Superintendent’s Notes 
 
Hopefully, we will see the last of winter early this March; it has been an abnormally cold 
winter so far. The long winter will make me appreciate the spring and summer a lot 
more when it finally shows up. The winter sports season is almost over and good luck to 
our Boys and Girls basketball teams in the postseason. If you missed our one-act play, 
Mrs. Derr and the students had a superior performance and a great script. They 
achieved a superior performance award at state and had three actors that received a 
superior actor award, Grace B., Audra D., and Radley R.  
 
In March, I will start looking at next year’s calendar and will be looking for parents as 
committee members for when we start the process. If you would be interested in sitting 
on the calendar committee, please contact me. We will meet once and come up with the 
calendar for the following school year. At the February School Board meeting, Casey 
Knuppe and Scott Edoff brought up the idea of using local beef in our school lunch 
program. The district will pursue the idea and hopefully be able to utilize local 
producers in our school lunch program.  
 
During March we will have a few presentations for our students, and would strongly 
encourage parents to attend them as well. On March 5, during the school day, we will 
have the Tour of Kindness come in and speak to students in grades K-5 and another 
presentation for our students in grades 6-12. The Tour of Kindness speaks about how 
students can be kind in their everyday lives and include all students. They spoke last 
year in our school district, and we are happy to have them come back this year as well. 
Please keep an eye out for the times of the presentation. On March 14, Holly Strand will 
come out and speak to all students about internet safety and have a parent presentation 
that evening as well. I would strongly encourage parents to come to her presentation 
because she has a lot of information that parents need to hear concerning social media 
and your student's internet usage. 
 
This year Mrs. Myers and Mrs. Kirst implemented History Day in their classrooms, which 
is similar to a science fair but for history. This year’s theme is Triumph and Tragedy; 
students who pass on in the local competition will compete in the Regional Competition 
in Buffalo on March 13. Students will have an opportunity to make it to the state 
History Day competition, which will be held at SDSU if they qualify based on their 
region performance. The end of the third quarter is March 7, which is very important 
for all students. Parents can utilize the Infinite Campus Parent Portal to access your 
student(s) grades. If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to the 
teachers and set up a time to talk. We did not have parent-teacher conferences due to 
inclement weather, and I would strongly recommend you reach out to your student(s) 
teachers. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to educate your student(s) and as 
always, Go Tigers! 
 
George Seiler 
Superintendent/HS Principal 

 

 



 

 

  

 

Kindergarten Screening 

   The New Underwood School will be 

having Kindergarten screening on 

Thursday, April 29, 2019, at the NU 

Community Church. We will also have 

pre-K screening for kids 3 yrs. and up. 

Screening begins at 8:00A.M.  Please 

call the school no later than April 

12
th

, at 754-6485, to set up an 

appointment. 

Kindergarten students will need 

to bring the following items to the 

screening: 

1. Child’s birth certificate or original 

certified copy. 

2. Child’s up-to-date immunization 

records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The National History Day Region 4 
Contest will be held March 13, 2019, 
from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm at Harding 
County School in Buffalo, SD. The 
theme this year is “Tragedy and 
Triumph in History." If the students 
win at regions, they have the 
opportunity to advance to state in 
Brookings, SD, followed by Nationals in 
Washington D.C. For more information, 
please visit the National History Day in 
South Dakota Region 4 website: 
https://sd-
nhdsdrc3.nhd.org/?f=41491520-1944-
4be9-a84e-eb69467b6877  
Go Tigers! 

 

Elementary/JH Principal Notes 
 
Third quarter is wrapping up this month and we will 

soon be on the downhill stretch as this school year 

continues to “March” on!   This month serves as a 

bit of a transition in the school year as we wrap up 

both boys and girls basketball and cheer seasons. 

Soon it will be time to begin track and prepare for 

music concerts, prom, spring play, History day and 

the final Acalympics meet to name a few.  The sun 

shines longer as we ease ever closer to springtime!    

State Lego League was held on February 8th in Sioux 

Falls.  Both the TigerTech and New Underwood Tiger 

teams did well.  A huge thank you goes out to the 

coaches: Casey Tippmann, Frank Culver, Michelle 

Volmer and Helen Richter for the time that they 

spent mentoring this season.  Also, thank you to the 

parents and students for their commitment to the 

program.  We also wish to extend our gratitude to 

Caterpillar for sponsoring not only one team but two 

for our school.  Without them, Lego League would not 

be possible!   

On March 14th, Hollie Strand, Computer Forensics 

Analyst with the Pennington County Sheriff’s 

Department who specializes in internet crimes 

against children, will be here to present on various 

aspects of internet safety pertinent to protecting 

our children.  She will be presenting to students in 

grades 4-12 about how to stay safe online and will 

bring classroom resources for students in grades K-

3.  Additionally she will hold a parent information 

session that evening (tentatively 6:30 pm…check the 

school calendar as the date gets closer for the 

confirmed time) that will cover a myriad of topics 

that parents need to know concerning internet 

safety.  I HIGHLY encourage parents to attend; she 

brings a great deal of knowledge about the topic, 

and I promise that you will learn some things that 

you had no idea about.   

Thank you for your continued support of our school!  

Go Tigers!   

 

Katie Albers  

K-8 Principal 

 

 

Library News!! 
Scholastic Book Fair is coming!  Mark your 

calendars for March 18th - March 21st.  The 

Book Fair will be open for a short period of 

time first thing in the mornings and after 

school.  The Book Fair was a big hit last year 

and the library has been able to purchase 
some new books.  Look forward to seeing 

you there!   

 

If the Scholastic Book Fair earns…. 

*$2500 or higher, the library receives 50% of 

those earnings in Scholastic Dollars 
 

*$1200-$2500, the library receives 40% of 

those earnings in Scholastic Dollars 

 

*$1200 or less, the library receives 30% of 

those earnings in Scholastic Dollars 

 

https://sd-nhdsdrc3.nhd.org/?f=41491520-1944-4be9-a84e-eb69467b6877
https://sd-nhdsdrc3.nhd.org/?f=41491520-1944-4be9-a84e-eb69467b6877
https://sd-nhdsdrc3.nhd.org/?f=41491520-1944-4be9-a84e-eb69467b6877


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Something to Think About…. 
 

On Monday, February 11, 2019, the CDC released the results of 

the 2018 National Youth Tobacco Survey (NYTS). According to 
the updated data, “a considerable increase in e-cigarette use 

among US youth, coupled with no change in the use of other 

tobacco products during 2017-2018, has erased recent progress 

in reducing overall tobacco product use among youth.” 

The survey found that: 
 

 more than 1 in 4 high school students and about 1 in 

14 middle school students in 2018 had used a tobacco 

product in the past 30 days 

 e-cigarette use jumped by 78% (from 11.7% to 20.8%) 

among high school students from 2017 to 2018 

 e-cigarette use increased by 48% (from 3.3% to 4.9%) 

among middle school students from 2017 to 2018 

 there were 1.5 million more current youth e-cigarette 

users in 2018 than 2017 

 frequent use (more than 20 days in the past 30 days) of 

e-cigarettes increased from 20% in 2017 to 27.7% in 

2018 among current high school e-cigarette users, but 

no significant change in frequent use was seen for other 

tobacco products 

 e-cigarettes are still the most commonly used tobacco 

product ahead of cigarettes, cigars, smokeless tobacco, 

hookah, and pipes 

 e-cigarettes are the most commonly used product in 

combination with other tobacco products 

  e-cigarettes were the most commonly used tobacco 

product among white (26.8%) and Hispanic (14.8%) high 

school students; cigars were the most commonly used 

tobacco product among black high school students 

(9.2%) 

 

Parents, please speak with your kids about the danger of use 
concerning e-cigarettes (Juul, vape, etc).  

This year the New Underwood National 

Honor Society will be partnering with 

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) 

for a fundraiser called Pennies for 

Patients. LLS is the world’s largest 

nonprofit fighting blood cancer, and we 

are proud to work with them on this 

endeavor!  

 

We will be doing a two week long 

fundraiser from March 11th through the 

21st. Each class will be competing with 

the other classes in a donation contest. 

Prizes will be given to the top 3 classes 

in K-5 & also in 6-12. Here are some (NOT 

ALL) of the activities that will go along 

with our fundraiser.  

 

• Hat Days for Students 

• Jeans Days for Staff 

• Door Decorating Contests 

• 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament-

March 16th 

 

The fundraiser will be capped off with 

the NHS Carnival on March 21st; with 

ring toss, hoop shoot, face painting, and 

other fun games! 

 

Stay up to date with the activities and 

fundraising by talking with your 

student(s) and their teachers, and also 

look for updates in the bulletin when it 

gets closer to the 11th. 

 

New Underwood National Honor Society 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/mm6806e1.htm?s_cid=mm6806e1_w


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Discrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, 
and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 

programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national 
origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 

activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  
 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for 

program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they 

applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech 
disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 

877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in 
languages other than English.  
 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program 

Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online 
at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA 

office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, 

call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:  
 

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  
 

(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or  
 

(3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov.  
 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

